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2004 Westfield High grad Emily Galloway is shaved by
Valon Salon stylist Dana Lightel at Sunday’s fund-raiser

for childhood-cancer research. More photos, see Page 4
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St. Baldrick’s Day

See Fireworks,  Page 5

See From Fairfax,  Page 3

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

T
hree young men were
riding in the bed of a
pickup truck, two light-

ing fireworks and tossing them
into the air. When one firework,
still lit, fell back into the truck bed,
one man jumped out, struck his
head on the road and died six days
later.

Following an investigation, au-
thorities charged Centreville’s Kyle
Guthrie, 19, with causing the
death of Oak Hill’s Dennis Ray
Ross Jr., also 19. A Loudoun
County judge last week sent the
case against Guthrie to the grand
jury, and in April he’ll learn
whether it’ll continue on to trial.

The tragedy occurred July 19,
2009; both Guthrie and Ross were
2008 Westfield High grads, out for
some fun with three other friends,
including Brendan McDonald, 19,
who was also igniting fireworks in
the back of the 2001 GMC pickup.

Testifying last Thursday, March
11, during Guthrie’s preliminary
hearing in Loudoun County Gen-
eral District Court, McDonald said
Guthrie was on his right. Inside the
cab was Billy Sampson and Johnny
Pickett was at the wheel.

“We were all hanging out, driv-
ing around,” said McDonald. “Kyle
and I were seated with our backs
to the cab and Dennis was seated
with his back to the tailgate. Kyle

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

A
fter serving six years ac-
tive duty with the Ma-
rines, Justin
Constantine joined the

Reserves. Officers were needed
and he answered the call.

In early 2006, he volunteered to
go to Iraq. Helping build the
country’s infrastructure, he was a
civil affairs team leader attached

to an infantry unit. But just six
weeks into his deployment, he was
shot in the head by an enemy
sniper.

“A bullet went behind my left ear
and out my mouth,” said
Constantine. “I was knocked un-
conscious and they thought I was
dead, but a Navy Corpsman saved
my life with rescue breathing and
a tracheotomy. He showed amaz

From Fairfax to
Iraq and Back
Injured Marine veteran shares
experiences with students.

Involuntary Manslaughter
Case Sent to Grand Jury
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Spencer

We’re        .com!
703-266-SALE • www.seln4u.com

DON’T SETTLE FOR
 LESS THAN THE BEST!

Long & Foster Realtors

BUY OR SELL WITH ME—
USE THIS TRUCK FOR

FREE!
FREE!

Call Spencer Today. . .it will be the best move you ever make!

DISCOVER THE DISTINCT ADVANTAGE!

See Complete School Information and
VIRTUAL TOUR at www.seln4u.com

Experience…
the Difference!

CERTIFIED
DISTRESSED
PROPERTY

EXPERT©

$899,900
VIRGINIA

RUN
Award-
Winning
Tipco Model
Home! Over
7,000 s.f. of

luxury. $300K of custom features. 4 FP’s.
FR w/Soaring 18' ceiling. Sumptuous mn
lvl mstr suite w/access to deck. MBA
w/Italian marble floor, bidet & jetted
soak tub. Gourmet Kit & Brkfst rm.
Lower lvl rec rm w/full wet bar, Sony
projection center w/surround sound &
wine cellar. Prof. Landscaping w/7-zoned
irrigation system & much more!
FX7241725

OPEN SUNDAY, 3/21, 1-4 P.M.
$669,900

VIRGINIA
RUN

Quality-built
Winchester
home.
Large brick-
front

Stanford model on quiet cul-de-sac.
Hardwood floors throughout! Granite
counters. Huge master suite & luxury
master BA. Large fenced backyard.
Screened porch. Finished walk-out
daylight basement. Tons of storage. Dir.:
From I-66 west to Rt 29 south, R Pleasant
Valley, R Surrey House Way, R Secret
Hollow, L Oakmere Pl. to cul-de-sac.
FX7275766

COMING SOON!

Virginia
Run

Spacious
Cambridge model

backing to common
area. Finished

basement.
Hardwood floors.

Virginia
Run

Toll Brothers
Cornell Model

backing to parkland.
9' ceilings. Finished
walk-out basement.

Former Model!

The
Fairways

Open and airy
Cape Cod with

loft. Many
upgrades!

$874,900 VIRGINIA RUN
Breathtaking, spacious Justine model backing to woods. Lavished with
exquisite detail! Over 5,000 sq. ft. Huge formal DR w/custom ceiling mural.
One-of-a-kind game room w/wet bar. Hdwd floors throughout. Study w/cherry
panel walls. Gourmet Chef’s Kitchen. Expansive rear deck w/8-person hot tub.
Fully finished bsmnt w/5th BR, full bath & rec room. 160 s.f. wine cellar!
FX7272010

What a few of our clients have to say…
 “As a first-time buyer,
Spencer was right there with
me at all times. If I had a
problem or concern, Spencer
was always available and
handled every concern
immediately. Spencer will be
my Realtor in the future.”

—Kevin & Burnadette
Varner

“We wish to thank you and your entire
team so very much for the outstanding
service you provided us in quickly
finding a buyer & guiding the process
on the house. We successfully closed in
December 2009. Since this was a short
sale property, there was so much more
involved than just finding a buyer and
quickly closing”

—Richard & Glenda Poindexter

“Everyone on your
team were way helpful,
responsive, patient and
knowledgeable about
the process. We
appreciated all of your
help and the moving
truck too!”

—Mark Anderson &
Sarah Moore

“Spencer has the profession of
Real Estate sales down to a fine
art. I would recommend the
Spencer Marker team to anyone
purchasing or selling a home. I
know I will be back in the
future” —Phil Proudfoot

“Your team answered all my questions,
explained every detail and kept me
informed through the entire short sale
process. Your team showed an enormous
amount of determination. Your team was
determined to make it work. Thanks for
everything!” —Tracey Owens

“Spencer and his team were a pleasure to work with. Their positive attitude,
responsive follow-up, knowledge of the market & the business in general
made the process easy and enjoyable. Spencer was our third agent. My only
regret was that we didn’t hire him first!!” —Bill & Mary Lambert

News

Jones Campbell

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

F
airfax County police believe
the woman who’s been on
a bank-robbery spree in

Centreville and Chantilly is now
in custody. She and a suspected
accomplice were arrested Tuesday
morning. They are Shona Jones,
21, of Rapidan, Va., and Joshua
Campbell, 26, of no fixed address.

Police charged each one with
four counts of armed robbery.
They say the pair allegedly robbed
local four banks in less than three
weeks. One of these heists oc-
curred last Tuesday, March 9,
shortly after 5 p.m. A woman en-
tered the BB&T Bank at 5105
Westfields Blvd. in Centreville,
approached a teller and passed her
a note.

The note implied that the rob-
ber had a weapon and demanded
money. The teller complied and
handed over an undisclosed
amount of cash, and the suspect
fled. She was last seen jogging to-
wards Sequoia Farms Drive.

The suspect was described as
black, with very dark skin, around
5 feet 4 inches and heavyset – pos-
sibly 160-170 pounds. She wore a

black shirt and pants, black-and-
white scarf around her head and
large sunglasses.

The same description of a black,
heavy, female robber was also
given to police after the Feb. 26
heist at Apple Federal Credit Union
at 14260 Centreville Square in
Centreville, and the March 2 rob-
bery at Northwest Federal Credit
Union at 14419 Chantilly Cross-
ing Lane in Chantilly.

Furthermore, the Town of
Vienna Police Department has also
brought one charge against Jones
and two against Campbell for rob-
beries there. Additionally,
Campbell has a detainer from
Loudoun County for three offenses
there.

Because of the recent bank rob-
beries in Centreville and Chantilly,
detectives from the Fairfax County
Police Department robbery squad

were conducting surveillance,
March 16, on several banking in-
stitutions in the Chantilly area.
Shortly before noon, they saw a
black female resembling the sus-
pect in three previous bank rob-
beries enter the Apple Federal
Credit Union at 3915 Centreville
Road.

When she left, police ap-
proached her, identified them-
selves and took her into custody
for further questioning. Detectives
quickly determined that the credit
union had in fact just been robbed,
allegedly by the woman they had
just detained.

At the same time, a vehicle be-
lieved to be associated with her
abruptly left the credit union park-
ing lot and eventually headed east
on Route 50. Officers tried to make
a traffic stop, but the vehicle fled.
A short pursuit ended at Lees Cor-
ner Road and Route 50 in the
Brookfield community. The driver
then bailed out and fled on foot,
but pursuing officers were able to
apprehend him.

Jones and Campbell are being
held without bond in the Adult
Detention Center. Both were ar-
raigned Wednesday morning and
have April 7 court dates.

Suspects in Bank Robberies Arrested

Learning To Resolve Conflicts
Eleven Poplar Tree Elementary School students attended the 18th Annual Northern
Virginia Regional Student Mediation Conference on March 10 at George Mason
University. Sponsored by FCPS’ Student and Wellness Office, the conference taught
students the skills of mediation and conflict resolution to facilitate peer media-
tions at their schools. The students are, from left, Elaine Chun, Casey Acosta,
Kristen Popham, Louie Horinko, Elise Mazzone, Katherine Henriquez, Emily Ready,
Victoria Sia, Amber Powers, Liam Corcoran and Bashir Duale. Not pictured is
Poplar Tree’s Peer Mediation coordinator and counselor, Shari Hirsch.
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ing courage under fire because the sniper was still
firing.”

Luckily, there was no brain damage, but
Constantine, then 36, was severely injured. He still
has a ways to go, but he’s recovered sufficiently to
get married, hold down a job, start a foundation to
help other wounded veterans and share his experi-
ences with others.

Now a major, the Fairfax City native recently spoke
to teacher Pete Garvey’s government class at Moun-
tain View School. He and Garvey played rugby to-
gether at JMU, and Garvey invited him to talk with
his seniors studying civic duty and foreign policy.
And Constantine made an impression.

“I thought of veterans as older folks from WWII,
not younger people,” said student Ryan D’Arville.
“Now I understand more what it’s like to be in his
situation and serve in another country.”

Gloria Alarcon said Constantine showed them pic-
tures of Iraq littered with trash and having rundown
schools. “It made me thankful I’m in a better envi-
ronment, in a nicer school and have better opportu-
nities to get a good education,” she said. “I work
and pay taxes, and I think more of this money should
go to taking care of the wounded warriors.”

Constantine said the trash was more than just un-
sightly. “Trash meant possible IEDs hidden,” he said.
He then described an incident to the students in
which he was almost blown up.

“Soldiers risk their own lives so we Americans can
live a free, fearless life,” said student Jose Escobar.
“These people don’t even know us.”

“I still don’t know why the U.S. is in Iraq,” said
Jheferson Robles. “But I respect what Maj.
Constantine did.”

Hearing him speak, said David Chun, gave him
another perspective on the military. “The person I
saw wasn’t a statistic,” he said. “He told us what
daily life in a war was like. It makes you think twice,
and it shows that these are real people; they have
wives and families — they’re not just numbers.”

WHEN CONSTANTINE was injured in fall 2006,
he and his girlfriend Dahlia had been dating about
six months. And when he deployed to Iraq, she went
to Cambridge University in England to work on her

Ph.D. in education.
But, he said, “When I was shot, she dropped every-

thing to be with me at the Naval Hospital in
Bethesda.” Constantine had severe facial injuries and
had a long road ahead of him, but their love was
strong and they faced the future together. They mar-
ried in October 2008 at the new Marine Corps Mu-
seum in Quantico, and Dahlia’s been by his side
throughout his whole ordeal.

“She helped me through some incredibly tough
times,” said Constantine. “We now know we can make
it through whatever challenge life throws our way.”
It also helped that his parents live in Fairfax City and
could visit him in the hospital often.

“Doctors replaced my upper and lower jaw with
bones from my legs and did skin grafts from differ-
ent parts of my body,” he said. “The end of my tongue
got shot off, and I only have four original teeth left,
so I’m getting dentures.”

Constantine was initially hospitalized for six weeks
and then received outpatient treatment for eight
months. He’s still in the Reserves and, eventually, the
Marines will assess him to see if he’s fit for duty. First,
though, he’ll have three more surgeries.

“I have vision issues in my left eye and have chal-
lenges running, so I doubt if I’ll deploy again,” he
said. “But there are many other jobs I can do in the
Reserves.”

MEANWHILE, Constantine’s applied for a masters
from Georgetown University in National Security
Studies so, for example, he could work for the FBI or
the Department of Defense on national-security is-
sues. He’s also served as a military lawyer and cur-
rently works on Capitol Hill as a counsel for the Sen-
ate Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

Mountain View student Ciara Adams said she’s liv-
ing her normal life and “the war over there doesn’t
really affect me.” But Constantine’s visit to her class-
room “really opened my eyes.”

Dylan Nigond learned that the U.S. troops went
door-to-door, talking to Iraqi civilians. “I thought it
was just shooting and war,” he said. “But they helped
the civilians get water and food and also helped clean
things up a little.”

“I told the kids the vast majority of Iraqis just

Grand Jury Indicts Lanigan
A Fairfax County grand jury on Monday in-

dicted Centre Ridge Elementary P.E. teacher
Sean Lanigan on charges of aggravated sexual
battery and abduction by force. Lanigan, 43,
lives in Virginia Run and has been at Centre
Ridge since 1998.

He was arrested Jan. 29, following a 12-year-
old student’s allegation that, while at school,
he touched her inappropriately, carried her into
another room and lay on top of her. She was

able to leave unharmed and told her parents, a few days later.
Lanigan, who’s been placed on unpaid, administrative leave, is
currently free on bond and is scheduled for a May 17 jury trial in
Circuit Court.

Saturday Night in Suburbs
Westfield High will host its annual, Saturday Night in the Sub-

urbs program Thursday, March 18, at 7 p.m., in the school lec-
ture hall. A panel of high-school seniors will tell parents what’s
going on when adults aren’t looking.

It’s a free program for adults, and the topics include drugs,
alcohol, parties, driving, sexting and communication between
teens and parents. Even parents who believe their teen is behav-
ing are encouraged to come hear about the pressures their chil-
dren have, or will have to deal with, and what others are in-
volved in.

This event is funded in part by the Safe and Drug-Free Schools
and Communities Act and is supported by the Westfield Commu-
nity Coalition and the Westfield PTSA. For additional informa-
tion contact Jennifer Cooper at jalcooper@aol.comj or Jennifer
Campbell at JCampbellpta@aol.com.

Centreville Immigration Forum
The Centreville Immigration Forum will meet Tuesday, March

23, at 7 p.m., in room 201 of Centreville Presbyterian Church, on
Route 29, just west of Pleasant Valley Road. The CIF will respond
to a proposal by a local businessman to create a worker center in
Centreville. Those interested in this proposal are welcome to at-
tend the upcoming meeting.

Sully District Council Meeting
The Sully District Council of Citizens Associations and its Land-

Use Committee will meet Wednesday, March 24, at 7 p.m., in the
Sully District Governmental Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in
Chantilly. Call Jeff Parnes, evenings, at 703-904-0131. There’ll
be a presentation on the proposed, FY 2011 Fairfax County bud-
get. The panel will also discuss a proposed amendment to two,
previously approved rezonings for the Dulles Discovery South
project.

Park Authority To Meet
The Fairfax County Park Authority will meet Wednesday, March

24, at 7:30 p.m., in the Herrity Building, 12055 Government Cen-
ter Parkway, Suite 900 in Fairfax. Call Judy Pedersen at 703-324-
8662.

New Roadway Safety Effort
Sully District police officers are taking a LEAD in traffic safety

with their new initiative, Let’s Eliminate Aggressive Driving.
Throughout March, officers are implementing a variety of en-
forcement techniques and strategies to curtail dangerous driving
behaviors on and around the Sully District and Route 28 corridor.
Police will focus their efforts during morning and evening, heavily
commuted travel periods. Authorities say aggressive driving of-
ten peaks with warm weather and extended hours of daylight.

Roundups

Lanigan

From Fairfax to Iraq  and Back
Maj. Justin Constantine (on left) talks to students in teacher Pete Garvey’s (on right)
government class at Mountain View School.

See Marine Vet,  Page 8
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Community

Hair Today, Bald Tomorrow ....
T

wenty people got
shaved bald Sunday
during the St.
Baldrick’s Day cel-

ebration at Fast Eddie’s in
Centreville. Amid the music and
merriment, the event raised
$18,000 for childhood-cancer re-
search. Participants included
Westfield High sophomore Kyle
Stolmack, who was diagnosed
with cancer in 2005 and, after
treatment, was in remission until
February — when he learned his
cancer has come back. He hadn’t
yet lost his hair due to chemo, but
was a shavee on Sunday because,
he explained, “I just wanted to do
my part.”

Donations are still being ac-
cepted at https://www.st
baldricks.org/events/Centreville.
People may contribute to the
event, or go to the participants’
pages to donate to particular
shavees.

Centreville High Principal Mike
Campbell goes smooth for the
cause.

Father and son, Tom and Thomas Ratliff, of Country Club
Manor.

Newly shorn Cub Run Elementary fifth-graders (from left) Thomas Ratliff, William
Dzubak, Logan Andrews and Dominic Huffman.

Tamra Wooten of Eclipse Salon
shaves Suzanne Olijar of Sully
Station.

From left are cancer survivors Lauren Herrity, Jack
Kettl and Daniel Shank-Rowe.

Courtesy of Tammara Ratliff

Westfield sophomore Kyle
Stolmack gets shorn by Valon
Salon’s Dana Lightel.

Westfield teacher Ted
Penton (right) before
his shave from Valon
Salon stylist Monica
Arrington and after
(left).

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/

Centre View
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and I were throwing fireworks out of the
side of the truck bed; Dennis was just watch-
ing us.”

McDonald said they ignited fireworks for
about an hour and all was well. But shortly
after midnight, one that Guthrie lit and
threw landed back where they were sitting.
Calling it a “jumping jack,” McDonald said
it “just spins and doesn’t blow up. He said
it landed between his outstretched legs,
below his knees, a few feet away from Ross.

“I saw Dennis shift to the other side of
the truck bed,” said McDonald. “I was try-
ing to put the firework out by stomping on
it, but it went out by itself. After [that], I
looked up, and Dennis wasn’t in the truck
bed. I didn’t see him jump out; Kyle told
me he did, and we turned around to get
him.”

They’d been traveling on Donegal Drive
near Mandeville Drive in South Riding, and
that’s where they found Ross, face down on
the road. “He was on the ground, breath-
ing heavy,” said McDonald. “There was a
big lump and a cut on the back of his head,
with blood coming out of it and out of his
mouth. We called 911.”

Ross’s father, Dennis Ray Ross Sr., testi-
fied that he last saw his son when he’d left
home, earlier that day, with Sampson. “Den-
nis was going to see friends before leaving
for the Marine Corps, the next day,” he said.
“He’d spent the last two weeks in Marine
Corps boot camp and was probably in the
best shape of his life.”

Crying on the witness stand, Ross Sr. said
the next time he saw Dennis was at Inova
Fairfax Hospital. “He was being rolled in to
have brain surgery,” said his father. Dennis
never regained consciousness and died on
July 25.

Medical examiner Shane Chittenden also
testified. He didn’t go into details about the
results of his autopsy on Ross Jr., but his
report was entered into evidence. Also made
part of the case were photos Loudoun
Sheriff’s Deputy Jamie Romba took at the
scene.

Loudoun Fire Marshal’s Investigator Brian
Kennedy also responded that night and said
“jumping jacks” or M-88s, as they’re also
called, are illegal fireworks. And both he
and Deputy Richard Garris said a “strong
odor of alcohol” was emanating from
Guthrie’s body.

Later, at the Dulles police substation,

Garris said Guthrie admitted lighting that
firework and throwing it over the front of
the cab while the truck was moving forward.
“[Guthrie] said it went about 20 feet and
fell back into the bed of the truck,” said
Garris. “He said Dennis overreacted and
jumped out of the vehicle.”

After the investigation was complete, in
November, Guthrie was charged with invol-
untary manslaughter. In court last week,
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney
Stephen Sincavage defined it as “an acci-
dental, unintended killing due to the crimi-
nal negligence of an individual whose ac-
tions were so gross, wanton and culpable
as to show a callous disregard for human
life.”

He said Guthrie consumed alcohol under-
age and was throwing fireworks, which is
illegal. “It was a lit object on fire,” said
Sincavage. “When you throw a firework in
the direction you’re traveling, it’s feasible
that it could fall back at you. Guthrie
showed lack of good judgment due to his
having consumed alcohol. Somebody
should know somebody could get hurt.”

The prosecutor then asked Judge Buta
Biberaj to find probable cause that
“Guthrie’s actions caused Ross’s death.” But
defense attorney Francis Minor said Ross
was killed by a head trauma, “not by my
client.”

Minor said what happened did not rise
to the level of involuntary manslaughter.
“This was an accident,” he said. “And not
all accidents are necessarily criminal in na-
ture.”

Noting that Ross was present during the
whole evening of firework throwing and
hadn’t objected to it, Minor said, “The loss
of this child was a tragedy and I am truly
sorry, but it was not foreseeable that Ross
would have jumped out because of a thrown
firework. I ask you to dismiss this case.”

Before rendering her decision, Biberaj
said, “This incident touched many families,
including the victim’s and that of the per-
son held responsible. There are so many
unlawful acts in this case — people sitting
in a truck bed, illegal fireworks.”

She said the firework that fell back made
Ross take action “to avoid something hap-
pening to him. A whole series of factors led
to his death, and the person who sets them
in motion can be held responsible. It is for
that reason I’m certifying this to the grand
jury.” However, she added, “The court finds
probable cause — not guilt or innocence.”

Free Carseat
Inspections

Certified technicians from the Sully Dis-
trict Police Station will perform free, child
safety carseat inspections Thursday, March
25, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900
Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. No appoint-
ment is necessary. But residents should in-

stall the child safety seats themselves so
technicians may properly inspect and ad-
just them, as needed.

However, because of time constraints,
only the first 35 vehicles arriving on each
date will be inspected. That way, inspectors
may have enough time to properly instruct
the caregiver on the proper use of the child
seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to con-
firm dates and times.

Roundups

Fireworks Lead to Death

See Roundups,  Page 8
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Opinion

The Virginia General Assembly has ad-
journed.

If for some reason your attention lapsed
between the campaign for Governor
(Gov. Bob McDonnell took office just
two months ago) and now, you might
expect a transportation plan as one of the
outcomes of this assembly session.

Here is the transportation relief proposed
and passed and likely to be signed: the maxi-
mum speed limit on some roads will increase
to 70 miles-per-hour.

This seems like it might violate equal pro-
tection standards, since there are very few
hours of the day on any Northern Virginia’s
roads that getting above 55 is possible. Heck,
most of us are really happy if traffic on the
Beltway or 66 or 95 or Toll Road moves along

The Transportation Fix

Editorial

No help on congestion
just a small part of
spreading pain
from budget.

at 30 mph without frequent stops.
So in other parts of the state not dominated

by congestion, vehicles will be moving faster.
In Northern Virginia, there will be even less

money for even fewer efforts at relieving con-
gestion.

The governor’s commitment to fixing trans-
portation, the center of his campaign that
boosted him to an election victory even in
Fairfax County (not Arlington or Alexandria)
turned out to be far weaker than his com-
mitment to eschew any new forms of rev-

enue that might be needed to pay for
such a fix.

Seriously, the Governor made no ma-
jor proposal to the General Assembly on
transportation.

Many, many people will face hardships that
the rest of us can barely imagine because of
the greatly pared down budget just passed
in the General Assembly, especially people
with disabilities of all kinds, working poor
families, people who need mental health
care, people who are struggling with addic-
tions, families who can’t afford health insur-
ance whose incomes are just enough to keep
them from getting assistance, etc.

Localities will press to raise property taxes
so they can buffer some of the cuts to educa-
tion, health care and the safety net passed
along from the state.

Parents and students and teachers will feel
the pain as school districts struggle to ad-
just priorities in ways that won’t sit well.

And everyone who needs to get anywhere
will sit in traffic, wait longer for buses, pay
more for rides on public transportation of
all kinds.

But don’t forget that if you are lucky
enough to drive through some of rural Vir-
ginia on an interstate, you’ll probably get to
go 70 miles-per-hour. That should compen-
sate for some of the pain.

Find Us on Facebook
It’s a work in progress, but The Connec-

tion and sister papers Centre View, Alexan-
dria Gazette Packet and Mount Vernon Ga-
zette are now on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/connectionnewspapers.
Please become a fan.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jim LeMunyon

Delegate (R-67)

The 2010 Session of the Virginia General As-
sembly concluded on Sunday. I’d like to share
with you a brief summary of what we accom-
plished in Richmond and some things that re-
main to be done next year. Your comments and
questions are welcome, especially about topics
that may not appear below.

Budget —A House-Senate consen-
sus budget passed on Sunday that is
balanced without a tax increase. Con-
trary to what you may have read in
the newspapers, state funding for school fund-
ing for Fairfax and Loudoun Counties increased.
We stood to lose $91 million for Fairfax and
Loudoun County schools — but didn’t lose a
penny — in fact we received more — $19.6 mil-
lion more for both school systems over two years.
With the support of Governor McDonnell, those
of us in the Virginia House and Senate from
Northern Virginia took a strong, bipartisan stand
that our region must receive more tax dollars
back from Richmond and we succeeded.

Education —Beyond school funding, H.B.
1390, a bill to streamline the process for apply-
ing to establish public charter schools, passed
both bodies. I was happy to support this priority
of Governor McDonnell’s because charter schools
can address specific educational needs — rang-
ing from helping at risk students to providing
advanced science and math classes not gener-
ally available in traditional public schools. In fact,
current law requires that half of all charter
schools address the needs of at risk kids. By
streamlining the application process, localities
will be able to more readily establish charter
schools when appropriate to address the needs
of the school children in their community.

I cosponsored H.B. 208, a bill to eliminate

Legislative Session: The Aftermath

Richmond

Report

unnecessary reports required by the state from
local school divisions. H.B. 208 passed both bod-
ies and is on the way to the Governor’s desk for
his signature. This will eliminate more than 700
reports statewide and thus will direct more edu-
cation dollars to the classroom.

Transportation —The budget includes pro-
visions to sell more than $400 million in trans-
portation bonds. This is just a small step in the

right direction. I cosponsored H.B. 756, a bill
to dedicate a significant portion of future
budget surpluses to transportation. H.B. 756
passed the House, but not the Senate. While
transportation funding is a top priority for

our area, this is not the case in other parts of the
state. More meaningful transportation legislation
will only pass if delegates from Northern Virginia
work with those from less populous parts of the
state to reach a consensus. I hope to be instru-
mental in doing so. Developing a more compre-
hensive transportation plan for Northern Virginia
is my top homework assignment between now
and the January 2011 session. We need to re-
form how transportation dollars are spent so that
we get the biggest bang for our bucks in terms of
congestion reduction. I introduced H.B. 779, a
bill to prioritize transportation projects in this
manner and am looking forward to working to
get this bill passed next year.

Jobs and the Economy —The majority of
Governor McDonnell’s legislative agenda passed
related to attracting new companies to Virginia.
I was privileged to assist the Governor in his ef-
forts by sponsoring H.B. 792, a bill allowing cer-
tain licensed, small business owners moving to
the Commonwealth from other states to obtain
temporary business licenses in Virginia, so they
can being building their companies and creating
jobs here immediately. This bill makes it easier
for small businesses to form and grow, and I am
happy to report that it passed the House and

Senate unanimously.
Energy Independence —I voted for H.B.

787 to prepare Virginia for natural gas, oil, and
wind energy development off the Virginia Coast
as soon as federal regulations are changed to
permit such development. I also voted to dedi-
cate 80 percent of revenues that Virginia collects
from this new industry to transportation improve-
ments. Both bills passed the House and Senate
and await the Governor’s signature.

Illegal Immigration —H.B. 737, a bill re-
quiring state agencies to use the federal E-Verify
program to ensure that Virginia’s state employ-
ees are legally able to work in the United States,
passed both bodies. This is one constructive step
Virginia is able to take while Congress considers
more comprehensive immigration reform.

Good Government —The House passed my
bill, H.B. 778, to require that every member’s
voting record be easily retrievable by member
name on the Internet. It may be hard to believe,
but this bill ran into some objections in the Sen-
ate and was “carried over” for consideration dur-
ing the 2011 session. Regardless, you can visit
www.lemunyon.com to find my complete voting
record from the 2010 session. The House and
Senate also passed my bill, H.B. 1306, requiring
that jurors provide identification before serving
on a jury. This bill is also waiting for the
Governor’s approval.

The 2010 Regular Session of the General As-
sembly concluded March 14. We return for one
day on April 21 to consider any vetoes by the
Governor, otherwise, we reconvene in January
of 2011.

Now that I have returned from Richmond, I
am eager to meet with you and your organiza-
tions to exchange ideas and public policy sug-
gestions for next session. If you wish, please con-
tact me at DelJLeMunyon@house.virginia.gov or
703-264-1432 or arrange a meeting.
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Cosmetic, Family
and Laser Dentistry

6134 Redwood Square Ctr.
Suite 202

Centreville, VA 20121

703-266-BITE (2483)
Early A.M. & Evening Appts. Available

www.virginialaserdental.com

Jose Aunon, D.D.S.

James Moshier, D.M.D.

WE OFFER TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Both of our beautiful, modern offices use the

latest technology in orthodontic treatment for
children and adults.

Flexible interest free payment plans are available
Most insurance plans are accepted

Convenient Saturday and evening hours
BOARD CERTIFIED DIPLOMATE

Of THE AMERICAN BOARD
OF ORTHODONTICS

Call for your FREE Initial Consultation

www.nvaortho.com

Gainesville
7521 Virginia Oaks Dr.,

Suite 120
703-754-4880

Centreville
6138 Redwood Square

Center, Suite 103
703-815-0127

BRUCE R. HUTCHISON, D.D.S.
MICHAEL H. GORMAN, D.D.S.
WHITNEY S. JARRELL, D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
14245-P Centreville Sq.
Centreville, VA 20121

703-830-9110
www.smilesforcentreville.com

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

From Page 5

From Page 3

wanted to have a good life and the insurgents
weren’t going to help them rebuild their cities,” said
Constantine. “I enjoyed speaking with the students
because they may have been dealt a rough hand, and
they needed to hear that other people may have been,
too, and have overcome it.”

Constantine also told them there are many ways
of giving back to their country. “I said every person
has an obligation to do that, when a girl asked me
why I joined the Marines,” he said. “I was impressed
with those kids — they asked really good questions.”

The person who shot him was later captured and
turned out to be from Yemen. Until he met Garvey’s
students, said Constantine, “Only the FBI had cared
enough to ask me how I knew he was from Yemen. It
was encouraging, because it meant the kids were in-
terested in what I was saying and learned a bit. Af-
terward, some came up, shook my hand and thanked
me for talking to them, so it was a good experience.”

ADAMS WAS SURPRISED by his positive attitude,
despite everything he’d been through. And she was
happy his personal life turned out so well. “His in-
jury made him realize how much Dahlia loved him,”
she said. “She gave up her education, but gained from
being with him.”

Still, as Constantine recovered, people stared at
him because of his facial injuries. They wondered
what happened to him, so he created a line of T-
shirts to reply. With “Iraq and Back” written across
the front, people would approach and ask him about
his time in Iraq.

He also realized the shirts could serve a larger pur-
pose. So at http://iraqandback.com/about-us.php,
people may read his story and buy his merchandise,
and part of each sale goes to four charities support-
ing America’s military personnel — especially those
who’ve been injured. Constantine also established
www.AfghanistanandBack.com for troops who’ve
been to Afghanistan because they face many similar
issues upon returning to the U.S. that Iraq veterans
do.

“I’ve seen relatives go to war and come back, and

they’re not the same people,” said student Ibrahim
Fetterolf. “They’re broken and I can’t connect with
them, anymore. I couldn’t do it — but for Maj.
Constantine to cope with that, recover from injuries,
get married and go on with his life, walk around in
public looking like that, and still want to go back
[on active duty] is impressive and inspiring.”

Constantine bears no ill will toward the man who
shot him. “He was there doing his job and so was I,”
said Constantine. “Had the roles been reversed, I
might have done the same thing.”

Dahlia’s now an ESOL teacher and the couple lives
in Arlington. Constantine, 40, said the whole expe-
rience brought them closer and “there are no ob-
stacles we can’t overcome.” He also learned that “you
have to tell people how you feel about them while
you can, and not put things off ’til later.”

Furthermore, he said his ordeal made him more
compassionate. “I sometimes struggle with PTSD
[post-traumatic stress disorder], and Dahlia encour-
aged me to seek treatment and talk to people about
my issues,” he said. “You never know what someone’s
struggling with, when they’re irritable to you. I [re-
alize] that now and tell myself to just let it go.”

Constantine said he and his wife also believe in
giving back: “I’m more attuned now to what our
wounded warriors and their families are going
through, so we work with organizations taking care
of them — and, frankly, I might not have done that
before.”

Exchange Students
Need Homes

Hosts are bring sought for international exchange
students. People opening their hearts and homes to
a young person from another culture will be exposed
to new worlds and have an unforgettable experience.
Contact Kathy Kinter and K.Kinter@international-
experience.net or 703-988-9565. for more informa-
tion, see www.ie-usa.com.

WFCM Hosts
Budgeting Class

The Financial Peace University, a budgeting class
taught nationally, will be offered Tuesdays, from 7-9
p.m., at Western Fairfax Christian Ministries (WFCM),
13981 Metrotech Drive in Chantilly. The free classes
are open to the public. New classes begin April 13.
However, class size is limited and child care is not
available. Attendees must register by calling Leah
Ann Furr at 703-988-9656, ext. 102.

The class will be taught by an experienced volun-
teer interested in helping clients get out of debt, set
up a weekly household budget and start savings. All
materials will be provided free, and the class will
consist of DVD/video sessions, homework and coun-
seling as needed. Class duration is five weeks for basic
budgeting, plus another five weeks for a more-ad-
vanced concentration, which is optional.

Indoor Farmers Market
An indoor farmers market is open in a storefront

within the Fairfax Corner shopping center, off Monu-
ment Drive in Fairfax. The address is 11895 Grand
Commons Ave., between the Lucy and Il Vino stores,
and the market’s open for business every Tuesday
from 11:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

A wide selection of products is offered, including
winter fruits and vegetables, meats, dairy products,
baked goods, gluten-free products and a variety of
prepared foods. It’s run by Smart Markets which
operated last summer’s farmers market in both
Centreville and Fairfax Corner. The market will be
there through April, when it will return to its site in
the shopping center’s parking lot.

Roundups

Marine Vet Shares His Story

Maj. Justin Constantine

News
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$2195
(Most Cars)
reg. $24.95

OIL CHANGE & FILTER SPECIAL

By Appointment Only
Up to 5 quarts of motor
oil, plus FREE 12 point

Safety Check
Must present coupon at time of service. Not
valid with other coupons. Excludes environ-

mental fee. Expires 6/30/10
Up to 2 cars.

LOOKING FOR A RELIABLE, HONEST SHOP
ASK A NEIGHBOR ABOUT US

• Free Local Shuttle Service

• All Technicians ASE Certified

• AAA Approved Repair Shop

“Everything about them is first class.”

www.caseysautomotive.com
703-802-6300

– Wayne Bobby

Hrs: M-F 7am-7pm • Sat 8am-4pm
4260-A Entre Court • Chantilly, VA

(near the corners of Walney & Willard Rd.)

ENRICHING LIVES…

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS
• State-of-the-art Facility

• Digital X-Rays (Reduced Radiation)
• Audio/Video Entertainment for Relaxation

• Saturday and Late Hours Available
• We accept Most Insurances

703-961-0707

Kamran Nikseresht D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
14415 Chantilly Crossing Lane
Chantilly, VA 20151
In the Target & Costco Shopping Center, to the left of Starbucks

“Dr. Nik” TOOTH WHITENING SPECIALS

UP TO                 OFF50 %

Orthopedic Physical Therapy • Pilates Equipment Sessions
 • One-On-One Personal Training

Accepts most insurances
First appointment offered within 48 hours • Early morning and evening appointments available

www.ResultsRehab.net

Centreville Location
5719 Centre Square Drive
Centreville, Virginia 20120

Phone: (703) 818-8804

Gainesville Location
7521 Virginia Oaks Drive, Suite 240

 Gainesville, Virginia 20155

Phone: (703) 753-7600
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ic! Results Rehab & Fitness, Inc.

Physical Therapy & Pilates
Results Rehab & Fitness, Inc.

robbery. Judge
Robert Smith then
set her sentencing
for Feb. 26.
Negassa was
scheduled to stand
trial Dec. 1 in Cir-
cuit Court, but in-
stead pleaded
guilty to use of a
firearm in the com-
mission of a felony,
plus an amended
charge of robbery

on or near a street.
He returned for sentencing, Feb.

5, by Judge Lorraine Nordlund.
For the robbery, Negassa received
10 years in prison, with eight years
suspended, and was placed on five
years supervised probation upon
his release. He was also given a
mandatory three years in prison
for the firearm offense. The sen-
tences were run consecutively, for
a total of five years to serve.

As for Holmes, on Feb. 26, Judge
Smith sentenced her to five years
in prison, suspending all that time.
He also placed her on five years
probation.

News

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

A
 Centreville man has
been sentenced to
five years in prison,
and his accomplice

has received a suspended sen-
tence in connection with last
spring’s robbery of a Chantilly
bank. They are, respectively,
Marlon Negassa, 37, and
Zoghanno Holmes, 50, both of
14547 Golden Oak Road in The
Meadows community.

In a May 20, 2009 affidavit for
a warrant to search the couple’s
townhouse, robbery Det. John
Vickery of the Criminal Investi-
gations Bureau explained the
case against them. He wrote
that, on May 20, around 10:35
a.m., a masked man walked into
the Frankl in Farm BB&T at
13360 Franklin Farm Road in
Chantilly.

“He pointed a handgun at a bank
employee and demanded money,”
wrote the detective. But in the
course of the robbery, a struggle
began and two men inside the

bank were able to disarm the rob-
ber, subdue him and hold him un-
til police arrived.

The two men sustained minor
injuries during the scuffle. The 23-
year-old victim was taken to Inova
Fair Oaks Hospital and the 42-
year-old victim was treated at the
scene. Police took Negassa, the
robber, to jail. Furthermore, wrote
Vickery, patrol officers “arrested
Holmes in a nearby neighborhood
after she was connected to the
male robber and the getaway ve-
hicle.”

On Oct. 15, 2009 in Circuit
Court, Holmes pleaded guilty to

Five Years Prison for Bank Robbery

Negassa Holmes

Three Years Prison
For Fairfax Woman

A 24-year-old Fairfax woman has been
sentenced to three years in prison in con-
nection with bank robberies in Fair Oaks
and McLean. She is Stephanie Marie
Nightingale of 4497 Holly Ave.

On June 5, 2009, a woman entered
the M&T Bank, at 11721 Lee Highway
in Fair Oaks, around 11:12 a.m., with
her face covered. Armed with a hand-
gun, she demanded money and was
given an undisclosed amount of cash be-
fore fleeing.

Then on July 1, 2009, a woman en-
tered Cardinal Bank at 8270 Greensboro
Drive in McLean, around 4:05 p.m. She
then approached two female tellers, ages
20 and 42, at the counter, brandished a
handgun and demanded money. The tell-
ers complied, and the robber fled.

After an investigation, Fairfax County
police detectives developed Nightingale
as a suspect in those two robberies and
arrested her in the early morning hours
of July 2, 2009. They charged her with
two counts each of robbery and use of a
firearm in the commission of a felony.

One firearm charge was dropped, Oct.
7, in General District Court. Judge Ian
O’Flaherty certified everything else to the
grand jury. On Oct. 19, the grand jury
indicted Nightingale on all three charges,
and on Dec. 10 in Circuit Court, she
pleaded guilty to all three.

She returned for sentencing Friday,
March 5, and at that time, Judge David
Schell sentenced her to five years in
prison for each robbery, suspending
three years of each sentence. He also
placed Nightingale on two years proba-
tion following her release.

In addition, Schell gave her a manda-
tory three years in prison on the firearm
charge and ran all three sentences concur-
rent with each other. That left Nightingale
with three years total to serve.

— Bonnie Hobbs
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Now Open! Our new concept, The Bungalow AleHouse in Gainesville 571-261-9367
Visit our website: www.bungalow4u.com

MANCHESTER LAKES
7003-C Manchester Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22310

(703) 924-8730

CHANTILLY
13891 Metrotech Dr.
Chantilly, VA 20151

(703) 502-3925

SHIRLINGTON
2766 S. Arlington Mill Dr.

Arlington, VA 22206

(703) 578-0020

Three Convenient Locations
“Billiards and Brew & Great Food Too”

Three Convenient Locations

at
THE BUNGALOW!

Spring Break Starts
Here!

Every Monday 5-8 pm

Burgerita
Mondays

Completely Smoke Free  • Pool Tables, Games and Darts

1/2 Price Burgers
&

Cold Drink Specials

Worth Noting

To have community events listed in
Centre View, e-mail to
centreview@connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Steve Hibbard at  703-778-9412.

ONGOING
Craft Show at Centreville High

School. The Touchdown Club is
looking for crafters and fine artisans
to participate in their Craft Show on
Saturday, April 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Visit their Web site for information
and an application:  https://
sites.google.com/site/
cvhstouchdownclub. Contact Gail
Roman, 703-222-3584 or
touchdown.gail@gmail.com

New Neighbors League Club of
Northern Virginia is looking for
women who are new to the area,
looking to reconnect, or just
interested in meeting new people for
fun and friendship. Attend one of its
monthly coffees or luncheons, then
join one of a number of clubs such as
bridge, couples bridge, mah jong,
gardening, quilting and stitching,
bible study, bowling, bunco,
Southern living dining, movie
outings, cards or board games,
couples mixers, book club, nursing
home sing-a-longs, and many other
activities. For more information visit
www.newneighborsvirginia.com

THURSDAY/MARCH 11
Storyteller Jim Weiss. 7 p.m. Free.

At Gesher Jewish Day School, 4800
Mattie Moore Court, Fairfax. Bring
used books to donate at the event
and receive a coupon for a free book
@  the Gesher Used Book sale. More
info or to RSVP
gesherjimweissevent@gmail.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 12
Swing Dancing. 8:30-9 p.m. swing

lesson; 9 p.m. to midnight dancing.
With the band King Cadillac. Cost is
$15. At the Hilton Washington Dulles
Airport Hotel, 13869 Park Center
Road (Route 28 near the airport),
Herndon.

Calling all Actors. The next round of
auditions for “For the Glory,” the
movie, will be held at The King’s
Chapel, 12925 Braddock Road,
Clifton. Email
fortheglory@1voicefilms.com with
the time of day you prefer (morning/
afternoon/evening) and someone
will reply back with your time slot.
Visit www.fortheglorythemovie.com

SATURDAY/MARCH 13
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent

Auction. 5-8 p.m. Tickets are $9/
adults, $6.50 for kids 5-12, and
under 4 are free. At Clifton
Presbyterian Church.  Located in the
Town of Clifton behind Trummers. If
you would like to donate to the silent

auction, contact Nicole Smith at
nicolereneesmith@cox.net or 703-
863-5430.

Yoga for Core Strength. Noon to 1
p.m. Free. At The Women’s Club
Fitness Center and Day Spa, 14175
Sullyfield Circle, Chantilly. With
instructor Rajeswari Tress. To pre-
register, call 703-817-0700 or email
womensclub@aol.com.

Spring Carnival. Noon to 4 p.m.
Greenbriar West Elementary will be
hosting a carnival with moon
bounces, an inflatable obstacle
course, games, food, bake sale, pie
and cake decorating contests, cake
walk, a prize wheel, stuffed animal
walk, 50/50 raffle, music, a
professional face painter, and more.
Contact Danielle Waterfield at
waterfieldfamily@verizon.net or 703-
817-0103.

MARCH 13, 14
”Disney’s Aladdin Jr.” Presented by

The Alliance Theatre. Performances
are March 13 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.;
March 14 at 2 p.m. At Mountain
View School, 5775 Spindle Court,
Centreville. For tickets, visit
www.thealliancetheatre.org or call
703-220-8101.

SUNDAY/MARCH 14
Garden Activity in Preparation for

a Rose Show. 2 p.m. Presented by
Diana Klassy, Consulting Rosarian
and winning exhibitor at the 2009
Arlington Rose Foundation Rose
Show. At Merrifield’s Garden Center,
Upstairs, 12101 Lee Highway,
Fairfax.  Call 703-371-9351.

“The Taste of Saint Andrew.” 4-6
p.m. Tickets will be sold for “tastes”
of a wide variety of dishes — from
comfort to gourmet, breakfast foods
to dessert. The recipes will be
available for purchase, too. All
proceeds support the junior high
mission trip this summer. At Saint
Andrew Lutheran Church, 14640
Soucy Place, Centreville. Call 703-
830-2768.

St. Baldrick’s Foundation Head
Shaving Event. 3-6 p.m. The
location is yet to be announced. Go
to www.stbaldricks.org. Consider
signing up to be a shavee or
volunteer and/or make a tax
deductible donation to the event. Go
to the events page at:

http://www.stbaldricks.org/events/
mypage/eventid/4324/eventyear/
2010.  To see photos from last years
event at Fast Eddies, go to:  http://
www.flickr.com/photos/
27757670@N04/sets/
72157615430141519/

MONDAY/MARCH 15
GOP Women of Clifton. 7:30 p.m.

Will host a Q&A with Republican

Primary candidates Pat Herrity and
Keith Fimian for the 11th

Congressional District. At Clifton
Elementary School. Contact Lynn
Falk at 703-802-9005.

Fund-Raiser. 4-8 p.m. For the SYA
Xplosion 13U Girls Fastpitch Travel
Softball Team. Come meet the
players and enjoy the food and fun.
25 percent of the sales will help fund
the team’s expenses. At Tropical
Smoothie Café, Centreville Square
Shopping Center, 14220 B
Centreville Square, Centreville.

Panel Discussion. 7-8:30 p.m. Free.
Reaching Out: To Protect Your Child
from the Realities of Substance
Abuse. Led by CVHS Principal Mike
Campbell. Learn the red flags, signs
and symptoms of substance abuse,
actions you can take, and available
resources. At the Centreville High
School auditorium. Contact Jennifer
Cooper at JALCooper@aol.com, or
Burnette Scarboro at
bscarboro@fcps.edu.

Steps to Declutter Your Home. 7
p.m. The program will be presented
by Vicki Becker and Donna
Fredericks, owners of Clear to Go, an
organizing and decluttering business.
At the Meeting of the Western Fairfax
County Woman’s Club. At Greenbriar
Community Center, 4615
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Call
President Eileen Chambers at 703-
378-7054 or Vice President Randi
Weston at 703-266-0428. Visit
www.gfwc.org.

Assistance League Meeting. 10 a.m.
Promotes literacy and well-being of
women and children in Northern
Virginia. At the Sully Government
Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd.,
Chantilly. Call Darlene at 703-848-
0623; alnorthernva@yahoo.com;
www.northernvirginia.assistanceleague.org

MARCH 18, 19, 21
Gesher Used Book Sale. Thousands

of gently used books, DVDs, CDs and
video tapes for all ages from 50 cents
to $2. Open to the public Thursday,
March 18, 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday,
March 19, 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.; and
Sunday, March 21, 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Saturday, March 20. Sunday
is also Community Family Day 1-4
p.m. for all ages. Call 703-978-9789.
Gesher Jewish Day School, 4800
Mattie Moore Court, Fairfax.

THURSDAY/MARCH 18
Orientation Session. 7 p.m. For

citizens interested in learning more
about the animal foster care program
and how to become a foster care
provider for the Fairfax County
Animal Shelter’s animals.  At the
Fairfax County Animal Shelter, 4500
West Ox Road, Fairfax. To attend,
citizens should RSVP to
asdvolunteer@fairfaxcounty.gov. Call
703-830-1100.

Some 43 Chantilly High School DECA
students competed in the 2009-2010
State Leadership Competition in Nor-
folk,  March 12-14.  The following
student’s performances in their respec-
tive events qualified them for the
International Career Development Con-
ference which will be held April 24-28
in Louisville, KY:

❖ Ngoc Duong – 1st place, Restaurant
and Food Service Series

❖ Justine Ferrari- 1st place, Retail
Merchandising Series

❖ Tim Harwick- Runner-up, Automo-
tive Services Series

❖ Jennifer Hudson- Runner-up,
Quick Serve Restaurant Series

❖ Kenny Lau – 1st place, Sports and
Entertainment Marketing Series

❖ Arjun Nair- Runner-up, Retail Mer-
chandising Series

❖ Kristin Perkins – 1st place, Business
Law and Management Team Decision
Making

❖ Mahil Santram – Runner-up, Mar-
keting Management Series

❖ Marin Shipe-Runner-up, Apparel
and Accessories Series

❖ Hannah Strub – 1st place, Business
Law and Management Team Decision
Making

❖ Surabhi Swarup- Runner-up, Prin-
ciples of Hospitality and Tourism

The following students earned Top 10
honors in their respective events and are
alternates for the upcoming Interna-
tional Conference:

❖ Phillip Bussjaeger – Entrepreneur-
ship Participating Event – Independent

❖ Greg Varley – Sports and Entertain-
ment Marketing Series

In addition to the finalists, 8 other

students received medals for scoring in
the Top 10 on either their test or role
plays.  These students are:

❖ Jessie Bylund – Marketing Manage-
ment Series

❖ John Crowson – Sports and Enter-
tainment Marketing Series

❖ Emily Hood – Apparel and Accesso-
ries Series

❖ Jacki Ingros – Travel and Tourism
Team Management

❖ Emily Giangreco – Travel and Tour-
ism Team Management

❖ Camille May – Apparel and Acces-
sories Series

❖ Sean Rogers – Retail Merchandis-
ing Series

❖ Ahmed Zuwawa- Automotive Ser-
vices Series

Chantilly DECA also congratulates

See Schools,  Page 11

School Notes
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

THANKSGIVING CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, NOV. 20–29
Prices begin at only..............................................................................................................$580
Includes 9-Nights Cruise on Celebrity’s “Mercury” With All Meals & Entertainment

BEIJING TO HONG KONG CRUISE, SEPT. 4–14.......................................................$820
Includes 12-Nights Cruise on RCCL’s “Legend Of the Seas”, 1-Night Hilton Hotel,
Beijing and All Meals & Entertainment Onboard. $25 Shipboard Credit per Stateroom

IRELAND, NOV. 1–9.............................................................................................................$1899
Includes Air from National Airport, 3-Nights International Hotel, Killarney, 3-Nights
Imperial Hotel, Galway 1-Night Cabra Castle Daily Breakfast & Dinner Sightseeing,
Whiskey Tasting, Irish Coffee

The WFCM Thrift Store Has Doubled Its Size!

• Furniture
• Clothing for All Ages
• Jewelry
• Accessories
• Seasonal Items
• Linens
• Small Appliances
• Books
• Movies
• Kitchenware
• Sporting Goods
• Baby Items
• Collectibles...and more!

13989 Metrotech Drive
Chantilly, VA 20151

www.wfcmva.org • 703-988-9656, x 109

We now have more:

Save Your Library!
Proposed Cuts to Fairfax County Public Library will:
• Close all the libraries two mornings and two evenings a week
• Eliminate weekend telephone and reference service and library programs
• Slash information assistance and computer/Wi-Fi access for students, job seekers,
   ESL patrons and others
• Eliminate outreach services for the disabled, homebound and senior center residents
• Reduce services for children and teens
• Cut the library budget by nearly 1/3 over two years
• Make per resident library spending for Fairfax County the lowest in the DC Metro area

Friends of Fairfax County Public Libraries

Residents of Fairfax City contact the Mayor and City Council mayor&council@fairfaxva.gov

Help Save Library Services
Sign our petition at http://tiny.cc/fcpl

Contact the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
• Chairman, At-Large — Sharon Bulova 703-324-2321 chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Braddock — John C. Cook 703-425-9300 braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Dranesville — John W. Foust 703-356-0551 dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Hunter Mill — Catherine M. Hudgins 703-478-0283 hntrmill@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Lee — Jeff C. McKay 703-971-6262 leedist@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Mason — Penelope A. Gross, Vice Chairman 703-256-7717 mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Mount Vernon — Gerald W. Hyland 703-780-7518 mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Providence — Linda Q. Smyth 703-560-6946 provdist@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Springfield — Pat Herrity 703-451-8873 springfield@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Sully — Michael R. Frey 703-814-7100 sully@fairfaxcounty.gov

From Page 10

Schools

Senior Jasmine Shelton as she pre-
pares to conclude her term as Northern
Area Vice President on the Virginia
DECA State Officer Team.  Jasmine will
be attending the International Confer-
ence as a representative of the State
Officer Team.

“Saturday Night in the ‘Burbs”
will be held Thursday, March 18 at 7
p.m. at Westfield High School. The pro-
gram is funded in part by Safe and
Drug-free Schools and Communities Act
and supported by the Westfield Commu-
nity Coalition and Westfield PTSA.  For
adults, an evening of dialogue with a
panel of senior students to discuss
drugs, alcohol, parties, sexting, driving,
and communication between teens and
parents.

Chantilly High School’s SGA is
hosting a hypnotist show on Thursday,
April 15 at 7 p.m. in the Chantilly High
School auditorium.  Tickets will be $6
pre-sale and $8 at the door.  All pro-
ceeds will go to the Rachel D’Andrea
Fund.  Rachel is a young girl in our com-
munity who has been diagnosed with
Neuroblastoma.

Chantilly Academy cosmetology
students and former students, who are
now professional stylists, are sponsoring
a benefit Hair Cut-A-Thon on Wednes-
day, March 24, from 3 to 8 p.m. at the
Academy on the Stringfellow Road cam-
pus of Chantilly High School. Total
proceeds from the Cut-A-Thon will be
donated to the Kids R First nonprofit
group. Contact Chantilly Academy cos-
metology instructor, Wayne White, at
703-222-7487.

Students at Chantilly High
School Diana Saffarini, Astrid Da Silva,
and Madeline Welch have planned a
fundraiser for the children at Inova
Fairfax Hospital. The scheduled event,
“Noodles for Kids,” will take place at
Noodles & Company in Fairfax, 10296
Main Street, Fairfax, on Monday, April
12 from 4-8 p.m.

Poplar Tree Elementary School
will host its annual carnival on Satur-
day, March 20 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
featuring a Wild West theme with fun
for the whole family.  Area families are
invited to come out and enjoy moon
bounces, an 85 ft. inflatable obstacle
course, penny pitch, ring toss, goldfish
pong and lots of other games with
prizes, food, a 50-50 raffle, cake walks,
and a themed gift basket raffle and si-
lent auction. At 13440 Melville Lane off
Stringfellow Road in Chantilly and tick-
ets are available at the door.

The Chantilly High School Band
Department will host the 30th Annual
Chantilly Invitational Jazz Festival, Fri-
day and Saturday, March 19 and 20.
The event will run from approximately
4 p.m. until 10 p.m. on Friday and 8
a.m. until 9 p.m. on Saturday. Admis-
sion is free and open to the public.

The festival will feature 35 groups,
including many “Combo Bands” on Fri-
day and “Big Bands” on Saturday.
Bands attending the event will come
from Southern Virginia, Northern Mary-
land, Fairfax County, and West Virginia.
This event has been described as “the
premier scholastic jazz competition of
the entire East Coast.”

Special guest performer on Saturday
will be the Alan Baylock Jazz Orchestra.
Additional featured performers are The
Mark Brandt Trio,  The George Mason
Jazz Ensemble, and The Shenandoah
Conservatory Jazz Ensemble.  The fes-
tival will conclude Saturday night with
the three highest scoring big bands from
the day’s competition returning for a
true “battle of the bands” at 7:30 p.m.
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BMW, VOLVO & VOLKSWAGEN
SERVICE AND PARTS

Since 1985 Dedicated to keeping
your BMW, Volvo and Volkswagen in factory condition with:

• Factory trained master technicians
• Genuine BMW, Volvo and Volkswagen parts  • Emissions Certified Repair
• 24 hour drop off and pick up • Most extended warranty policies accepted

• Rental car reimbursement program

703-817-0650
14500-B Lee Rd., Chantilly

Viking
Automotive

$24.95
Oil Change

$20 OFF
Oil Change

visit us at www.vikingautomotive.com

Call our office today to change your smile
“AND PUT YOUR FEARS TO REST.”

703-818-1500

Charles and Katherine Fischer, D.D.S, P.C.
5895 Trinity Parkway, Suite 200

Centreville, VA 20120
www.fischerdental.net

Advanced Dentistry With A Sensitive Touch

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Now you can relax with Sedation Dentistry

and wake up with a beautiful smile.

Comprehensive Dentistry For All Ages
Including ...

• Extensive Cosmetic Options
• Laser Dentistry
• Invisalign®

• Orthodontics
• Implants

*Financing Available

Visit your community’s answer
to all your natural health needs!

•Chiropractic •Sports Injuries •Massage Therapy •Work and Auto Accidents
•Custom Foot Orthotic specialists •Weight Management •Fitness and much more!!

Call today and take advantage of our specials:
Massage Therapy package of 3

Special Price of $225 (savings of $60.00)
Consultation with Dr Petrie ($295 value) $35.00
American Health & Wellness Center
13300-B Franklin Farm Rd., Franklin Farm Village Center

(703) 787-7463
www.amhwell.com

$5 OFF
One Rental or Lesson

Expires 3/28/10.
One use per person.

Sports

Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries will be holding its
Annual Golf Tournament at
Chantilly National Golf Course on
Monday, April 19 at 11 a.m. Cor-
porations, foundations, business
owners, community groups and
individuals are invited to partici-
pate in the community-sponsored
golf event which will provide for
the growing number of neighbors
in need in Western Fairfax County.
The event will include prizes and
great food. The registration fee is
$175 per player. The fee will cover
carts, range balls, lunch and din-
ner.

Sponsorship opportunities are
also available and are as follows:
Gold Sponsor ($1,500), Silver
Sponsor ($1,200) and Hole Spon-
sor ($300). Registration for four
players is included with Gold and
Silver sponsorships only. All spon-
sors will be publicly recognized at
the event and on the WFCM Web
site. Sponsors are encouraged to
register by April 1 to ensure that
they are publicly recognized on
formal signage at the Golf Tour-
nament.

To participate in the event, reg-
ister at wfcmva.org/events.php.
Or contact Jen Adkins, WFCM
Business Manager, via email at
admin@wfcmva.org. For more in-
formation, contact Dan Whitaker,
Golf Committee Chair, via phone
at 571-201-4091.

Two Chantilly High seniors -
Matt Cumpian and Chris Foley
- have signed National Letters of
Intent to compete collegiately in
track and cross country next
school year. Cumpian will be com-
peting for nationally ranked, Div.
II Harding University (Searcy,
Ark.), where he intends to study
physics. Foley will be competing
for the University of Virginia,
where he is leaning towards study-
ing business.

The 10th Annual Westfield
High School 5K Run/Walk for
Scholarships will be held on Sat-

urday, May 8 at 8 a.m. Runners
and walkers will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in a 5K (3.1
mile) run or walk through the
Westfield Business Park. Both the
run and walk will begin and end
at the high school, located at 4700
Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. The
5K uses a certified course that is
relatively flat and loops runners
through the Westfield Business
Park.

Over $60,000 in scholarship
money has been raised from this
event for Westfield High graduat-
ing classes. Runners and walkers
can sign up for the event by going
to the WHS 5K Web site

at ptsa.westfieldhs.org/race/
index.htm. There, they can either
complete an online registration or
download the form and mail it in
to Westfield High.

Registration costs are $15 for all
Fairfax County Public Schools stu-
dents and $20 for all others until
April 15.

The fee will increase to $25 af-

ter April 15. All entrants registered
by April 16 will receive a t-shirt
and will be eligible for raffle
prizes. Overall and age group win-
ners of the 5K will receive awards.

Northern Virginia Senior
Softball (nvss.org) is seeking
players for both men’s (50-over)
and women’s (40-over) leagues.
Double-header games will be
played on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings on Fairfax County fields.
The spring/summer season will
run from April 13 through Aug. 12.
NVSS fields 26 teams, organized
into three skill-level conferences.
Players are assigned to teams
based on their skill assessment
(not a try-out). NVSS runs an In-
door Conditioning Program
through April 8. The Esprit de
Corps Tournament is offered for
members who served in the mili-
tary.

For more information on NVSS,
contact Dave at 703-524-5576 or
Paul at 703-323-7878.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/Centre View

Westfield’s Shelby Romine guards Oakton’s Caroline
Coyer during a late season high school girls’ basketball
matchup between the two Concorde District teams.
Oakton’s season ended at the state AAA semifinals on
March 10 with a loss to Princess Anne in Richmond.
Meanwhile, Westfield had an outstanding season at 17-5.
The Bulldogs, led by Romine, reached the district tourna-
ment finals and went as far as the region tourney
quarterfinals before a loss to Edison ended their season.
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Sports

Three Added to the Local Hall of Fame
Fairfax County Football Hall of Fame
inducts Jason Witten, Nick Hilgert
and Richard Herman during ceremony.

By Reed S. Albers

Centre View

D
allas Cowboy Jason Witten might
one day be immortalized in the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in Canton,

Ohio, but his first hall of fame honor is
Fairfax’s to claim.

On March 14 at the McLean Hilton, the
Fairfax County Football Hall of Fame in-
ducted the six-time, Pro Bowl tight end and
former Vienna Youth linebacker to its ros-
ter of local football legends.

“There’s no question that the experiences
I had [at Vienna Youth] helped me reach
my dreams,” Witten said. “Thank you for
helping make my dreams come true.”

Witten was unable to attend the ceremony
due to duties with the NFL Players Associa-
tion and its yearly meeting in Hawaii, but
his award will be held in Fairfax until next
year’s ceremony and he vowed to claim it
in person.

Former Robinson Secondary School head
football coach Nick Hilgert joined Witten
as one of the three 2010 inductees to the
Hall of Fame.

Hilgert, who served as head coach from
1983 to 1996, was the first Robinson head
coach to take the Rams to the state football

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/Centre View

Damian Caracciola (right), the football commissioner of the Southwest-
ern Youth Association, was the recipient of the Gene Nelson
Commissioner’s Award at last Saturday’s annual Fairfax County Football
Hall of Fame banquet in McLean. He is pictured with Rep. Gerry
Connolly.

finals in 1988. Hilgert also worked as an
assistant coach at Hammond High School
and Marshall High School.

Known for being a likeable coach and
teacher, Hilgert used his time at the podium
to remind the student-athletes in atten-
dance to strive for excellence in everyday
life.

“There’s a lot more to [sports] than win-
ning and losing ... you don’t just go out for
sports to be winners,” he said. “Always do
your best. If you do your best, then you’re
not a loser. Learn more, study more, work
hard, and don’t be satisfied with average.”

Richard Herman of Fort Belvoir Sports also
was inducted into the Hall of Fame for his
decades of service to area youth sports. In
1993, he founded a select basketball program,
and in 2000 founded a youth track club.

He currently is the Fort Belvoir youth foot-
ball commissioner.

“I love children and I’ll probably do this
until the day I die,” he said. “I appreciate
this award and I’m very humbled.”

IN ADDITION to the Hall of Fame in-
ductions, various service and player of the
year awards also were handed out.

Josh Hogan (W.T. Woodson), Kevin
Samson (Madison), Anton McCallum

(Hayfield), Brian Laiti (Robinson), Hunter
Debutts (Episcopal) and Bo Revell (Battle-
field) were named the High School Players
of the Year.

Jim Poythress (Lake Braddock) and
Mickey Thompson (Stone Bridge) were
named High School Coaches of the Year.

Solomon Thompson Jr. won the Karl

Davey Memorial Award. John Page won
Official of the Year and Joe Swarm, direc-
tor of student activities at Marshall High
School, won the Tom Davis Meritorious
Service Award.

Damian Caracciola, Southwestern Youth
Association youth football commissioner, won
the Gene Nelson Commissioner’s Award.

Chantilly High’s
Devin Ballam (3)
goes up for a basket
during the Charg-
ers’ 61-52 state AAA
boys’ basketball
semifinals playoff
loss to I.C. Norcum
(Portsmouth) on
March 10 at the
Siegel Center in
Richmond. Coach
Jim Smith’s
Chantilly team
captured the North-
ern Region title this
season and reached
the state final four
for the first time in
the program’s
history.

Chantilly at
the State
Semi-Finals

Photo Courtesy/SYA Basketball

‘Cameron Dudley Award’ Recipient
Chris Knowlan (2nd from left), a Westfield High student, was given the “Cameron Dudley Award” on
Sunday, March 14, in ceremonies held at Centreville High School. The annual award is given by the
Southwestern Youth Association (SYA) to an SYA basketball player that most exemplifies Dudley’s traits
of an exemplary student-athlete and young citizen. Dudley, a former SYA player and a former member
of the Westfield High JV boys’ basketball team, was killed in a car accident in the summer of 2008. He
was an `A’ student striving to become an Eagle Scout at the time of the tragedy. Dudley, who played a
variety of sports growing up, had an enthusiasm for both sports and life. He loved his teammates and
earned the respect of his coaches and teachers by his positive attitude, joyful spirit and team-first ap-
proach. Knowlan, the deserving recipient of the award, is a member of the Westfield High JV boys’
lacrosse team and carries a 4.1 grade point average. Here, he is pictured with his brother, Ryan, and
Dudley’s parents - Mandel and Annita Dudley.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

r
a
i
g
 
S
t
e
r
b
u
t
z
e
l
/
C

e
n

t
r
e
 
V

i
e
w

Centre View Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com
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Meeting at Deer Park Elementary School
15109 Carlbern Drive Centreville, VA 20120

Bible Study-9:30 a.m.
Worship- 10:30 a.m.

• Programs for Children, Youth & Adults
• Nursery Provided

(703) 815-8860  www.ccbc-va.com  Pastor, Gary L. Maines

Tree of Life Bible ChurchTree of Life Bible ChurchTree of Life Bible Church

THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION

Traditional
Anglican Service

1928 book of

Common Prayer

9:00 - Morning Prayer & 11:00 - Holy Communion
(1st, 3rd, 5th weeks of the month)

11:00 - Morning Prayer & 9:00 - Holy Communion
(2nd, 4th weeks of the month)

(CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY)

13941 Braddock Road, (north off Rte. 29) Centreville, VA

703-830-3176

CENTREVILLE

b
b

b

New Worship Location Starting March 14, 2010!!
Centreville High School
6001 Union Mill Road

Clifton, VA 20124
A NEW CHURCH IS BEING BUILT!

Mount Olive Baptist Church

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE AT
CENTREVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Sunday School 9:00-9:45 AM
Worship Service 9:45 AM
Children’s & Youth Church 10:00 AM
Youth Minister: Rev. Bobby Joe Ford, Jr.
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 9:00 PM
(Includes Youth Classes)

Saint Andrew
Lutheran Church

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion 7:30 P.M.

Good Friday Tenebrae 7:30 P.M.

Easter Festive Services of Holy Communion
8:00 A.M., 9:30 A.M., 11:15 A.M.

Our mission is to welcome all people,
to grow in our relationship with Christ,

and to serve the Lord

Braddock Road and Cranoke Street,
Centreville, VA 20120

www.saintandrewlc.org
703-830-2768
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

H
ighlighting entertain-ment from Ire-
land to India to Egypt, students from
all over the world will entertain in
Westfield High’s annual International

Night.
Show time is Friday, March 26, at 7 p.m. in the

school theater. Tickets are $5 in advance, during
school lunchtimes, March 22-25, or $7 at the door.
During intermission, ethnic food of Korea and pos-
sibly India will be available.

New this year, representing American Sign Lan-
guage, a five-person group called Hands of Joy will
perform “Imagine” by John Lennon. Also for the first
time, guitarists Philip McNuss and Joe Drzaniecki –
performing under the name Patty Snakes – will in-
terpret an authentic, Irish song.

The group, Punjabi Style, will entertain with a
Bhangra dance representing Northern Indian culture
and the state of Punjabi; Classic Bollywood Fusion,
from throughout India, will do a group dance; and
student Valeria Sierralta will sing a song by the fa-
mous Peruvian singer, Gianmarco.

Student Nishi Bugum will dance to a classical
Kathak song from Bangladesh; Yara Tawfik will do a
traditional, Egyptian belly dance called Saidi, from
Upper Egypt; and two groups representing India –
Hadippa and Singh is King – will do Punjabi dances.

There’s even a couple from East Turkestan – in
Xinjiang, an autonomous region in the People’s Re-
public of China – who’ll perform a traditional dance
under the name Uyghur.

“It’s a really important event because we get to
see the students in a different light,” said Westfield’s
International Club sponsor, Carmen Danies. “They
might not choose to participate in other clubs at
school, but they do participate in this one because
it ties with their ethnicity. There’s a lot of camara-
derie that happens.”

She said this club also welcomes newcomers to
America. “These students are already acclimated
because they’ve been here a couple years,” explained
Danies. “But they can still share their native culture
and language, so the club brings a bit of home to
them.”

The International Club has 65 members, and all
of them either perform on stage or behind the scenes
during International Night. “We have a tradition in
the club that the curtain-puller is always a begin-
ning ESOL student and, this year, he’s Adil Razzaq,”
said Danies. “And although it may not seem like it,
on the surface, this job is central to the show.”

WHS’s Annual International Night

Early Morning,  Dentistry for
Evening Appointments Adults and Children
Available

Most Insurances Accepted!

Accepting New Delta Dental Patients
Anthony D. Falbo D.D.S. and Judith A. Thomas D.D.S.
14245-F Centreville Square (703) 815-0775
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Profile in Real Estate –
Scott Koval

Centreville For information about appearing on this page,
contact Karen Washburn at 703-778-9422 or

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.comREAL ESTATE

Scott Koval with Samson Properties has been a Northern Virginia resident
for 45 years. His two daughters, Jackie, 17, and Katie, 18, currently
attend Oakton High School. Scott volunteers for both the Field Hockey
and Lacrosse teams that his daughters play for. Scott enjoys watching our
local sports teams and getting out playing on our local golf courses as
well.
After getting his real estate license in 2002, Scott has enjoyed helping
people realize their Real Estate dreams. During his real estate career he
earned several credentials including Lifetime Top Producer, designation as
an Accredited Buyers representative, Short Sale and Foreclosure Resource
Certification, as well as earning E-buyer designation.
Scott’s goal is to provide the finest real estate services available, based on

the highest standards of ethics, value and customer care so that he can
continue to earn the loyalty and trust of his clients.
As a result, Scott has earned a lifelong list of clients and friends because
he has placed their interests first. Their referrals always give him a feel-
ing of accomplishment, because a personal referral is the best compli-
ment anyone in Real Estate can receive. Scott belongs to the “By Referral
Only” group which stands for first class service to clients.
A good agent must continue learning to keep up with our rapidly chang-
ing industry and Scott frequently attends real estate conferences, semi-
nars and courses. He is also currently working on his Associate Brokers
license to broaden his expertise in the real estate field.
In the last couple of years Scott has focused on foreclosures and short
sales and built a very productive short sale operation that has helped
many people who have been in distress. His expertise allows him to help
provide clients who are going through a short sale or foreclosure with
information that is up-to-date, factual and reliable to achieve the best
possible outcome.

On the Market
also featuring Chantilly & Oak Hill

Scott Koval, Samson Properties
www.scottsellsva.com
703-625-3446

Centreville-
Wonderful
Colonial
Colonial with over 4,300 Sq
Ft on a premium lot, 6 bed-
rooms & study*4.5 Baths*2
Story foyer*Gourmet
Kitchen w/Hardwood floors
& Granite Countertops
w/breakfast room*Beautiful
Master Bath with separate
soaking tub*Fully Finished
Basement with huge recrea-
tion room, bedroom, full
bath & walkup to backyard*Close to shopping, transportation & schools*Minutes from
Rt. 28,29, I66, New Braddock Rd.

For more information contact: Jenny Dewenter, Long & Foster,
 703-582-2877, Jenny.Dewenter@longandfoster.com

Priced at:  $675,000

Chantilly  -
Pristine

Condition!
Large brick front colonial in
fantastic location just off
Poplar Tree Road features
three finished levels, a two
car garage and over 5,000
finished square feet on
three luxurious levels.
Open two story foyer.
Hardwood floors.  Ten foot ceilings.  Family Room with cozy fireplace.  Spacious and
open country Kitchen with beautiful new granite countertops, center island cook top and
breakfast bar, built-in desk, large pantry, plenty of cabinet space and ceramic tile floor.
Large Breakfast area with lots of windows and door to the new deck.  Fabulous Owner’s
Retreat with private sitting area and luxury bath including a jetted tub and separate
shower.  Five bedrooms and four and one half baths overall.  Fully finished walk-up
lower level with a recreation room, game room, den and full bath.  In ground sprinkler
system.  Entire roof/siding/gutters/downspouts replaced in 2004.

For more information contact: Ron Rush – The Ron Rush Team,
 Long & Foster Real Estate, Licensed in Virginia, 703-929-8253

Priced at:  $699,900

Centreville-Virginia Run-A True
Showplace Built for Entertaining!

This gracious home offers over 5,000 sq. ft.,2-tier rear deck w/8 person hot tub backing to
woods. Extensive hardwood floors. Andersen window and door replacements throughout.
Furniture grade custom vanities in bathrooms. Dramatic 2-story foyer. Study w/cherry-pan-
eled walls & full wall of bookshelves. Living room & formal dining room w/coffered ceiling
with spectacular hand painted mural. Huge game room with KEF wall speakers granite wet
bar with refrigerator,  icemaker & a tin ceiling with recessed lights. The sunny family room
boasts a high vaulted ceiling with skylights, surround sound with subwoofer & a stone fire-
place. Amazing Chef’s kitchen with custom designed center island, granite counters, vaulted
ceiling w/skylights, Stainless steel appliances including built in  microwave and oven with
warming drawer, dishwasher, trash compactor, 48 Sub Zero refrigerator & 6 Burner
Professional Viking range & hood! Upper level master suite with custom floor inlay, walk in
closet & master bathroom with claw foot tub & sep shower. 3 secondary upper level bed-
rooms and a full hall bathroom. 160 sq.ft. wine cellar! Finished basement with den/5th bed-
room, full bathroom & recreation room.

For more information contact Spencer Marker, 703-830-6123:
www.seln4u.com, Spencer Marker & Co., Long & Foster

Priced at $874,900
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To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing in

Chantilly/Oak Hill, Centreville/Clifton, Fairfax
Contact: Karen Washburn

     kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 p.m.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. MARCH 20 & 21

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

11611 YATES FORD RD • $726,000 • Sun. 1-4
Keller Williams Capital • Karen Paris • 571-220-7503

Centreville/Clifton
6293 CLIFTON RD................$1,399,999 ...... Sun. 12-3 ......Long & Foster.............Lisa Clayborne..............703-631-3200
5433 SEQUOIA FARMS DR...$425,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Long & Foster.............Maria Leightley.............703-631-3200
15474 WATERS CREEK DR..$579,900 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Weichert .....................Mike Jacobs ................. 703-963-1963

Chantilly/Oak Hill
25921 Flintonbridge Dr ........$479,900 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Samson Properties.....Carrie Willey ................571-921-0083
13917 LINDENDALE LN....... $439,900 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Keller William Realty...Bob Andrews................703-266-7600

Fairfax
10725 Norman Ave...............$529,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Weichert .....................Ron Fowler...................703-598-0511
5030 Swinton Dr...................$460,000’s........Sun. 1-4 ........Long & Foster.............Debbie Dogrul Assoc....703-425-3582
11818 Rockaway Ln.............Low-Mid$300s..Sun. 1-4 ........Long & Foster.............Debbie Dogrul Assoc....703-425-3582
3906 RAILROAD AVE...........$899,900 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Homeland Properties..Carolyn Giunta..............703-385-6480
10503 TABA COVE CT ..........$899,000 ......... Sat./Sun. 1-4.GMAC Real Estate.......Melissa Larson.............703-444-5454
5120 MYRTLE LEAF DR.......$675,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Keller Williams Realty.Terry Belt......................703-242-3975
10500 CAPTAIN JOHN .........$579,900 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Land & Homes LC.......Chris Palmer.................703-383-0202
3608 DEVILWOOD CT...........$527,500 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........ERA Teachers..............Donna Stoll...................703-742-6900
10825 COLTON ST ............... $485,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Long & Foster.............Mary Hovland...............703-425-8000
3513 COUNTRY HILL DR.....$475,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Long & Foster.............Lisa Carlisle..................703-435-4900
12304 QUIET HOLLOW CT...$425,000 ......... Sun. 11-3 ......Westgate Realty..........Bang Nghiem................703-208-9999
12530 SWEET LEAF TER......$425,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........ERA Elite.....................Lana Hartmann.............703-359-7800

Herndon/Reston
12816 Fantasia Drive............$379,500 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Samson Properties.....Lori Lovejoy..................703-635-6359

Burke
5811 Fitzhugh St. .................$624,888 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Long & Foster.............Debbie Dogrul Assoc....703-425-3582

Fairfax Station
11611 YATES FORD RD........$726,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Keller Williams Capital Karen Paris...................571-220-7503
7605 Rustle Ridge CT...........$839,950 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Weichert .....................Kathleen Quintarelli.......703-862-8808

Alexandria
124 N. Grayson St. ..............$459,000 ......... Sun. 1-4 ........Weichert .....................Ron Fowler...................703-598-0511

News

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

F
eaturing acts from India,
Korea, the Philippines, Af-
rica, Vietnam, Pakistan and

Central and South America,
Chantilly High presents its annual
International Festival.

Called “Talent Fest 2010,” it’ll be
held Thursday, March 25, at 7 p.m.
in the school auditorium. Tickets
are $6 during school lunches and
at the door.

“It’s our 13th year for this show,
and it’s become one of the high-
lights of each school year,” said

ESOL teacher Naseema Sait, who’s
chairing the event. “The students
have been rehearsing since Febru-
ary and they’re so dedicated.”

Theater teacher Shannon
Khatcheressian is directing the
show, which will showcase
Chantilly’s diversity. The ESOL
department sponsors it, and Sait
said it’s an important event be-
cause “It really adds to our school
and every nationality here wants
to participate.”

International Night is also
hugely popular. Said Sait: “The
auditorium has 600 seats and it’s
usually sold out.” The acts are as

follows:
The Curry Group will perform

Bhangra dancing to Indian
Bollywood music; student Pooja
Patlolla will sing an Indian song;
Sarah Park will sing a romantic
Korean song called “Fate;” and a
group called The Afro Diamonds
will perform a medley of modern,
African music combined with dance.

Genie, a group of three girls, will
do a fun, playful dance to a Ko-
rean pop number; another group
will sing and dance to Vietnamese
and modern Korean pop; under
the name, “The BYK,” three boys
– Brian Kim, Kenny Ly and Y.J.

Choi – will combine Asian hip hop
dance with martial arts; and 12
students from Central and South
America will dance in pairs to an
urban hip hop merengue.

“This program means a lot to the
kids,” said Sait. “They’re represent-
ing their countries and identities,
and it gives them a chance to show
them off. It also means a lot to our

‘Talent Fest 2010’ at Chantilly High School
school and to the ESOL depart-
ment because the proceeds go
back to the department to subsi-
dize the field trips and other
events we do during the year. In
addition, we’re establishing our
first college scholarship for an
ESOL student this year, so part of
the money will also go toward
that.”

Richard W. Krempasky

T
he Honorable Richard W. Krempasky, Oak
Hill, retired Administrative Judge, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Board of Contract

Appeals and retired Lt. Colonel D.C. Army National
Guard, died suddenly on March 9, 2010 surrounded
by his family. He was 61 years old.

He was born Oct. 6, 1948, in Washington, D.C.,
son of the late Joseph and Thelma E. Thompson
Krempasky of Clinton, Md. He was married in 1974
to his loving and devoted wife, Ramona M. Oshetski,
of Danville, Pa. He is survived by four children,
Katrina R. of Oak Hill, Rachel E. of Fairfax, Laura P.
Sherman and husband Michael of Herndon, and Ri-
chard J. and wife Jennifer (Macken) of Centreville.

He is also survived by two brothers, Joseph R. and
wife Mary (Hertzog) of Lewiston, Idaho and John
H. of Greenbelt, Md., and two sisters Elizabeth A.
Krempasky, Denton, Md. and Alice P. K. Peach and
husband Glenn, Virginia Beach.

Judge Krempasky graduated from the College of
William and Mary in Virginia in 1970 and from the
University of Maryland School of Law in 1973.

His active duty military service was served in the
U.S. Army from 1974-1978 in the Judge Advocate
General’s Corps at Ft. Benning, Ga. and as Post Judge
Advocate for Ft. Drum, N.Y.

He was a member of the 428th Judge Advocates

General D.C. Army National Guard from 1983-1992.
Upon promotion to Lt. Colonel he was Commander
of the 340th Judge Advocates Detachment D.C. Army
Reserve National Guard from 1992-1998.

From 1978-1990 he was an attorney for the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration, Department of Trans-
portation.

Judge Krempasky was appointed Administrative
Judge, Department of Veterans Affairs Board of Con-
tract Appeals in 1990, retiring in 2007.

He was a lifelong avid outdoorsman who loved to
fish. He would fish in any body of water, but espe-
cially loved fishing the Chesapeake Bay. He loved
cooking and spent his retirement trying out recipes
on his grateful family.

He was a devoted husband, father, brother and son.
His family and many friends will miss him dearly.
He was always, by every definition, the most honor-
able of men.

Judge Krempasky will be buried with full military
honors at Arlington National Cemetery on May 5 at
9 a.m.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation, 6 Herndon Ave., Annapolis,
MD 21403 or to Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, 2200
Kentmere Parkway, Wilmington, DE 19806. No flow-
ers please.

Obituary

Some
Recommendations
Principal Clay Sande
listens as first grade
students in Mrs.
Sterrett’s class at Lees
Corner Elementary read
their essays titled “If I
Ran the School.” From
left, they are: Will Baird,
Laila Dajani, Sam
Fitzhugh and Principal
Sande.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Effective March 29th, cable channel Fox Reality will
cease to operate and will become Nat Geo Wild. Like
Fox Reality, Nat Geo Wild will be carried on the same
channel (219) in the Digital Variety Pak. Nat Geo Wild
is dedicated to bringing audiences extraordinary stories
of the natural world and the amazing animals that in-
habit it. Through unique, powerful experiences and un-
paralleled imagery, viewers will get closer to animals
and nature than ever before.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Mary Stuart
Mary Vance Wallace Stuart, 94, died at home in 
Chantilly, VA on Thursday, March 11, 2010.

An Elementary school teacher for more than 30 years, Mrs.
Stuart was educated at Florence State Teacher’s College and
was a member at Centreville Presbyterian Church in Centre-
ville, VA.

Mrs. Stuart was preceded in death by her parents, Vance Tellis
and Laura Belle Derryberry Wallace and her husband, Ray-
mond N. Stuart.

Survivors include her son, Wally (Peggy) Stuart of Chantilly;
grandchildren, Ray (Dawn) Stuart of Chantilly and Laura (Gary)
Reidenbach of Kailua, HI; great-granddaughter, Lyndsy Marie
Stuart of Aberdeen Proving Grounds, MD; sister-in-law, Louise
Stuart Philmon of Fairfax, VA; brother-in-law, Bill (Alicia) Stuart
of South Pittsburg, TN and nephew, Milton (Carol) Wallace of
Sonoma, CA.

Visitation will be at Rogers Funeral Home, South Pittsburg, TN
from noon until 1:45PM, CST on Sunday, March 14, 2010.

Graveside service will be at Cumberland View Cemetery at
2:00PM on Sunday, March 14, 2010.

Online condolences may be sent to the family by
visiting www.rogersfuneralhome.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

TOWN OF CLIFTON -
NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING APRIL 6, 2010

On Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at the Clifton 
Community Hall, the Clifton Town Council and the Clifton Plan-
ning Commission will hold a joint public hearing to consider 
changes in the Zoning Ordinance relating to Parking, Section 
9-13 of the Town Code. Members of the public are encour-
aged to appear at said time and place to present their views on 
the proposed changes to the parking ordinance. The full text 
of the proposed zoning ordinance is available for examination 
on the Town’s website and at the Clifton Post Office or by con-
tacting the Town Clerk at kathleen.barton21@yahoo.com or 
pawsnfins@cox.net. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

3 RE for Rent

CENTREVILLE
Premier luxury condo. 

3BR 2 BA, 2 reserved pkg 
spaces + 1 car detached 

garage. Direct TV 
available. rent or buy

Avail 4/1.  $1550. 
703-599-9233.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Randy & Julie Thompson

trading as Clifton Wine Shop & 
Tasting Room, 7145-C Main 
St, Clifton, VA 20124. The 

above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-

MENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 

Retail license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. Julie Thompson, 
owner

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 

pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 
1-877-205-2780

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 1 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 4:

• Centreville
EmploymentEmployment

Light tomorrow
with today!.

-Elizabeth 
Barret BrowingAshby Ponds, opened in October, 2008, as part of the Erickson Retirement

Communities, and is a CCRC located in Ashhurn, VA. Ashby Ponds has its own
private duty home care agency to serve the residents of this new and beautiful
retirement community. Residents enjoy home care without the challenges of travel,
weather and safety concerns in a beautiful setting with physicians, social workers
and other professionals on site. This is an excellent opportunity for the
experienced home care professional to use their talent and skills to develop a
home care agency in a unique environment while participating in the growth of
our newest community.

Ashby Ponds is seeking a Home Support Clinical Manager to develop home care
services and ensure that as our residents move in they can anticipate that these
services will be readily available to them. The Clinical Manager will provide the
clinical leadership, business development and administrative oversight, to meet
the home care needs of our residents as our community grows and adds other
health care services. The Clinical Manager must possess the caring and kindness
that is fundamental to the Erickson Communities philosophy of retirement living.
The ideal candidate will be solutions oriented with a commitment to the highest
quality of care and customer service.

In addition to the qualities described above, the successful candidate must have
recent home care supervisory/management experience, knowledgeable in home
care regulations and be a registered nurse in Virginia.

We offer excellent benefits, including medical, dental, life insurance, 403B, tuition
assistance and more.

Qualified applicants should forward their resume with salary requirements to:
aplresume@erickson.com; fax to (571) 291-6091.

To find out more about this fantastic opportunity, visit us at
www.erickson.com/careers

Home Support Clinical Manager

Diversified Farm Workers

Lewis  Orchards   of   Maryland  is   looking   for 
diversified    farm   workers    from    4-20-10  to 
11-15-10 this is temporary with 7 job openings.  
Wages are $8.59 per hour with 3/4 guarantee.  
Work tools, supplies, equipment and housing 
provided.  Employer will provide transportation 
and subsistence expenses with 50% of comple-
tion of work contract.   Any    workers  interested  
in   the   job    contact;     Job    Services   at  MD  
Department  of  Labor, 1317 Viers Mill Road, 
Wheaton, MD 20902. Telephone  301-929-4390.  
Job order number  MD0258450

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.The Perfect Job

Work in your community.  
Build a professional career as a 

Sales and Marketing Consultant
helping local businesses plan, 

design and execute advertising 
and marketing campaigns.  

Flexible hours.  Full or part-time.
Salary and commission.

Old Town Alexandria based 
company. Free Parking.  

Respond to: 
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING
And no, this isn’t a take on the James

Cameron-directed, special effects phenome-
non, “Avatar.” This isn’t 3D. This is “realidy.”
This is Doug Hill, Channel 7 meteorologist
speaking (advisedly). This is weather at pre-
sumably its finest and most likely scenario.
Weather predictions via man-made machin-
ery; computers specifically, which we’ve (most
of us, anyway) all come to respect and appre-
ciate as tools of the respective trades. But
weather itself is not so reliable, nor is it man
made. Weather has a mind (track) of its own;
predictable, generally, but subject to
change/interpretation? Oh my, yes! As sure as
the wind blows. We may think we understand
nature, nurture it sort of, maybe even relate to
it in some anthropomorphic way. But, it does-
n’t understand us. It doesn’t relate to us, and it
certainly doesn’t seem to care about us. It
reacts to its natural (and unnatural) surround-
ings and acts not according to any weather
model, real or imagined. It just reacts, like a
pinball on steroids; any which way, including
loose.

As a result, the rest of us are left to pick up
the pieces, sometimes literally. Otherwise, we
pick up the shovels and “Ice Melt,” hammer,
nails and plywood and clear the walk and/or
batten down the hatches, ‘cause weather is
coming or in some patterns/predictions, may
be here already. And if it is, you better have
your supplies, at least in the metropolitan
Washington, D.C. area because if you’re late
to the dance, there will be no party afterward.
And no milk, bread, eggs, toilet paper or water
either; that’s presuming you can even find
and/or fit into a parking space.

But it’s nothing us Washingtonians (or
transplants) have not grown accustomed to:
panic in the streets (and the shopping centers,
too). Are we proud are of our overreactions?
Hardly. Has our snow-related behavior over
the years been typically much ado about a lit-
tle something? Until this, year, almost always.
Has the Blizzard of 2010 finally earned us a
little respect, grudgingly though it may be,
from Buffaloneans specifically, and
Northerners in general, many of whom have
regularly laughed and scoffed at our school-
cancellation policy and our many “snow emer-
gencies?” You would think. Moreover, I would
say we’ve earned our snow-shoveling stripes,
our plowing medals of honor and our bravery
above and beyond the call of reasonable and
customary winter duty.

Eventually, life goes on, though. Until the
next weather model predicts the formerly
ever-scary “wintry mix.” Which until this most
recent record-setting/smashing blizzard, was as
frightful a pair of words ever spoken here (in
relation to the weather, that is; after all, this is
Washington, D.C., home to the three branches
of our Federal Government: the Executive, the
Legislative and the Judicial, where snow accu-
mulation, generally speaking, pales in com-
parison to the more pressing matters of the
day; and night and weekends and holidays,
too). Now we all know a little bit better.

And I don’t believe we would have known
better were it not for the local media who
went into crisis mode: non-stop coverage pre-
empting regularly scheduled programming.
Much of it helpful and in real-time, but some
of it redundant; amusing occasionally, infor-
mative certainly, but ultimately it was all too
much, just like the snow. In general though,
the local media made the most of a bad-
weather situation. But the television and radio
stations can’t help themselves any more than
the weather/nature can. Their reactions are
mostly out of our control. Except we can turn
them off. Unfortunately, we can’t turn off the
weather. All we can do is hope that the next
“computer models” are kinder and gentler
than the previous ones.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“According to
Computer
Models ... “
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www.CravensNursery.com

Pansies
Regularly

$1.89

Now

.97¢

Japanese
Maples

50%
Discount
on 2009

Trees & Shrubs

Patios
Walls

Walkways
Paver

Driveways

& So Much
More

FREE
Landscape

&
Hardscape
Estimates

Encore
Azaleas

$24.95

3
Gallon

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff

No
Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Talavera Pots,
Animals, Suns

Great
Selection

Bulk Mulch

Playground Chips

Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.

$2.89
3 cu. ft.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Topsoil
40 lb. $1.89

Below Prices in
Cancun, Mexico

Landscape Design
Services Available

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66
(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 8-7, 7 days a week

60-75%
OFF
Pots


